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originally published new york wenner gren foundation for anthropological research 1962

lost civilizations provides a fascinating and comprehensive overview of the peoples and defining civilizations of all the continents on earth it sheds
light on the power and influenece of the persians greeks and romans on the ancient kingdoms and dynasties in china and india and on the
achievments of the advanced civilizations of the inca maya and aztecs over 400 illustrations numerous maps and informative texts provide
captivating portraits of early societies that have defined the course of human history

in civilizations felipe fernandez armesto once again proves himself a brilliantly original historian capable of large minded and comprehensive works
here he redefines the subject that has fascinated historians from thucydides to gibbon to spengler to fernand braudel the nature of civilization to
fernandez armesto a civilization is civilized in direct proportion to its distance its difference from the unmodified natural environment by its taming
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and warping of climate geography and ecology the same impersonal forces that put an ocean between africa and india a river delta in mesopotamia
or a 2 000 mile long mountain range in south america have created the mold from which humanity has fashioned its own wildly differing cultures in
a grand tradition that is certain to evoke comparisons to the great historical taxonomies each chapter of civilizations connects the world of the
ecologist and geographer to a panorama of cultural history in civilizations the medieval poem sir gawain and the green knight is not merely a
christian allegory but a testament to the thousand year long deforestation of the trees that once covered 90 percent of the european mainland the
indian ocean has served as the world s greatest trading highway for millennia not merely because of cultural imperatives but because the regular
monsoon winds blow one way in the summer and the other in the winter in the words of the author unlike previous attempts to write the comparative
history of civilizations it is arranged environment by environment rather than period by period or society by society thus seventeen distinct habitats
serve as jumping off points for a series of brilliant set piece comparisons thus tundra civilizations from ice age europe are linked with the inuit of the
pacific northwest and the mississippi mound builders and the deforesters of eleventh century europe are both understood as civilizations built on
woodlands here of course are the familiar riverine civilizations of mesopotamia and china of the indus and the nile but also highland civilizations
from the inca to new guinea island cultures from minoan crete to polynesia to renaissance venice maritime civilizations of the indian ocean and
south china sea even the bushmen of southern africa are seen through a lens provided by the desert civilizations of chaco canyon more here are
fascinating stories brilliantly told of the voyages of chinese admiral chen ho and portuguese commodore vasco da gama of the great khan and the
great zimbabwe here are hesiod s tract on maritime trade in the early aegean and the most up to date genetics of seed crops erudite wide ranging a
work of dazzling scholarship written with extraordinary flair civilizations is a remarkable achievement a tour de force by a brilliant scholar

this book offers compelling answers to the question of how global governance can and ought to effectively address serious global problems such as
financial instability military conflicts severe acts of distributive injustice and increasing concerns of ecological disasters through argumentation
research

traditional scholarship on how ancient civilizations emerged is outmoded and new insights call for revision according to the well established
paradigm mesopotamia is considered the cradle of civilization following the cliche of ex oriente lux light from the east all major achievements of
humankind spread from the middle east modern archaeology cultural science and historical linguistics indicate civilizations did not originate from a
single prototype several models produced divergent patterns of advanced culture developing both hierarchical and egalitarian societies this study
outlines a panorama of ancient civilizations including the still little known danube civilization now identified as the oldest advanced culture in europe
in a comparative view a new paradigm of research and a new cultural chronology of civilizations in the old and new worlds emerges with climate
change shown to be a continual influence on human lifeways

as the world faces a multitude of complexly interwoven challenges new values and new worldviews are emerging to change the ways in which
human beings relate to each other to our planet and to all life on earth in today s globalized world humanity is becoming inescapably aware that
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coexistence cooperation and respect for diversity are fundamental values by which all of us must live these essential human values which apply in
all individual and societal relationships are likewise intrinsic to a culture of peace a way of living that will allow a harmonious multifaceted global
civilization to blossom central to this volume is a belief that in an interdependent world collective decision making for the collective good is the most
effective way to move forward in order to respect the balance among cultures and nations decisions that have a global impact must be taken
multilaterally no culture can achieve and maintain its international objectives by acting unilaterally nor can any nation or cultural group claim to
represent the whole of humanity shaping the culture of peace in a multilateral world compiles prominent visionary articles from united nations
institutions and regional and other intergovernmental organizations and highlights the contributions being made to the creation of a culture of peace
it aims to strengthen multilateral cooperation among intergovernmental organizations worldwide and to facilitate the formation of a global network of
multilateral mechanisms which will provide collective and holistic responses to the peace and security challenges of the 21st century shaping the
culture of peace in a multilateral world is in itself a true example of multilateralism and a publication treasure for people who are active or interested
in international diplomacy and international affairs

this book explores how a civilization specifically western civilization accommodates multiple cultures their interactions and transformations historical
controversies temporary suppressions and rebirths it offers a framework for understanding the history of the west and perspectives for invigorating
the contemporary global debate on multiculturalism whereby it challenges the popular view that history is no more than a multiplicity of
discontinuous histories demonstrating that there are even in view of the rejection of a particular culture ways of sustaining continuity two
fundamental concepts of the philosophy of culture initiation and preservation are shown to underscore the cultural and social essentials of human
society this two tier analysis is first concerned with cultural texts mythical epical tragic poetical religious and philosophical constitutive of a certain
cultural profile it then reveals the dynamics of being looking into the ways entities emerge endure and disappear the exploration of the pauline
notion of sin for example shows that paul s sense of spatiotemporality is embedded in his polycentric culture with the societies of jews greeks and
christians accommodated within this complex the key focus is on acts and their transformation into behavioral modes re centering plato s thought on
how an entity takes part in its idea and how its temporal being can be described in terms of biological and cultural existence the same duality of
biology and culture defines the opposition between need and the interrelated concepts of goodness and desire the equivalent of self sustaining
existence in the worldly domain of time and change is actively sustained endurance ideal cultural human virtues are ranked higher than biological
life homeric heroes for example establish a society founded on the value of glory thereby embedding the cultural mindset of the generations to come
following their example in idealism endurance is secured in mythical historical religious philosophical and legal discourses as paradigms for human
action they incarnate essential human situations implicitly involving the hearer reader or beholder into making choices and acting narrating a past
dilemma the text entangles the living ones into the world of its truths and values and thus sustains cultural continuity

in the first decade of the twenty first century globalization and identity have emerged as the most critical challenges to world peace this volume of
peace policy addresses the overarching question what are the effects of globalization in the areas of culture ethnic diversity religion and citizenship
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and how does terrorism help groups attain a sense of global identity part i citizenship in a globalizing world reexamines globalization in light of the
traditions from which human civilizations have evolved linda groff focuses on samuel r huntington s thesis that the cold war would be followed by a
clash of civilizations joseph a camilleri traces the history of the concept of citizenship and its transformation through the ages to modern times
kamran mofid argues that the marketplace is not just an economic sphere but one where economic and business interests must embrace the spiritual
assets of the community majid tehranian raises the problem of identity and advocates the assumption of global identity responsibility and citizenship
part ii convergence in global cultures explores the complex issues of diversity in religions christopher leeds vladimir korobov and bharapt gupt show
how the reconceptualization of the world both geographically and regionally can recreate new sensibilities needed to overcome differences part iii
divergence in global conflicts discusses the multiple dimensions of the globalizing effects of economic expansion and political strife experienced by
different cultures at local and regional levels audrey kitigawa and ade ogunrinade use nigeria as an example of political manipulation of religious
and ethnic groups to divert attention from the real problems of social and economic marginalization fred riggs looks at how the has become a
medium in the globalization of religious movements the authors maintain that continuing efforts for dialogue across cultural and religious boundaries
in today s

in the first decade of the twenty first century globaliza tion and identity have emerged as the most critical challenges to world peace this volume of
peace policy addresses the overarching question what are the effects of globalization in the areas of culture ethnic diversity religion and citizenship
and how does terrorism help groups attain a sense of global identity part i citizenship in a globalizing world reexamines globalization in light of the
traditions from which human civilizations have evolved linda groff focuses on samuel r huntington s thesis that the cold war would be followed by a
clash of civilizations joseph a camilleri traces the history of the concept of citizenship and its transformation through the ages to modern times
kamran mofid argues that the marketplace is not just an economic sphere but one where economic and business interests must embrace the spiritual
assets of the community majid tehranian raises the problem of identity and advocates the assumption of global identity responsibility and citizenship
part ii convergence in global cultures explores the complex issues of diversity in religions christopher leeds vladimir korobov and bharapt gupt show
how the reconceptualization of the world both geographically and regionally can recreate new sensibilities needed to overcome differences part iii
divergence in global conflicts discusses the multiple dimensions of the globalizing effects of economic expansion and political strife experienced by
different cultures at local and regional levels audrey kitigawa and ade ogunrinade use nigeria as an example of political manipulation of religious
and ethnic groups to divert attention from the real problems of social and economic marginalization fred riggs looks at how the has become a
medium in the globalization of religious movements the authors maintain that continuing efforts for dialogue across cultural and religious boundaries
in today s interreligious and interfaith organizations can become a force for healing majid tehranian is director of the toda institute for global peace
and policy research b jeannie lum is an associate professor at the university of hawaii at mnoa in the department of educational foundations college
of education

this book brings together scholars from across a variety of disciplines who use different methodologies to interrogate the changing nature of russian
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culture in the twenty first century the book considers a wide range of cultural forms that have been instrumental in globalizing russia these include
literature art music film media the internet sport urban spaces and the russian language the book pays special attention to the processes by which
cultural producers negotiate between russian government and global cultural capital it focuses on the issues of canon identity soft power and cultural
exchange the book provides a conceptual framework for analyzing russia as a transnational entity and its contemporary culture in the globalized
world
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